






























































































































































































92 INTENTIONS SELDOM HELD AS CRIMINAL AS ACTIONS.

commit it ought in all countries to be capital. The attempt to commit

smaller crimes is almost always punished very lightly, and sometimes

is not punished at all. The thief, whose hand has been caught in his

neighbour's pocket before he had taken any thing out of it, is punished
with ignominy only. If he had got time to take away an handkerchief,

he might have been put to death. The house-breaker, who has been

found setting a ladder to his neighbour's window, but had not got into

it,
is not exposed to the capital punishment. The attempt to ravish is

not punished as a rape. The attempt to seduce a married woman is

not punished at all, though seduction is punished severely. Our resent-

ment against the person who only attempted to do a mischief, is seldom

so strong as to bear us out in inflicting the same punishment upon him,
which we should have thought due if he had actually done it. In the

one case, the joy of our deliverance alleviates our sense of the atrocity

of his conduct ;
in the other, the grief of our misfortune increases it.

His real demerit, however, is undoubtedly the same in both cases,

since his intentions were equally criminal
;
and there is in this respect,

therefore an irregularity in the sentiments of all men, and a conse-

quent relaxation of discipline in the laws of, I believe, all nations of

the most civilized, as well as of the most barbarous. The humanity of

a civilized people disposes them either to dispense with, or to mitigate

punishments, wherever their natural indignation is not goaded on by
the consequences of the crime. Barbarians, on the other hand, when
no actual consequence has happened from any action, are not apt to

be very delicate or inquisitive about the motives.

The person himself who either from passion, or from the influence of

bad company, has resolved, and perhaps taken measures to perpetrate
some crime, but who has fortunately been prevented by an accident

which put it out of his power, is sure, if he has any remains of con-

science, to regard this event all his life after as a great and signal
deliverance. He can never think of it without returning thanks to

Heaven, for having been thus graciously pleased to save him from the

guilt in which he was just ready to plunge himself, and to hinder him
from rendering all the rest of his life a scene of horror, remorse, and
repentance. But though his hands are innocent, he is conscious that
his heart is equally guilty as if he had actually executed what he was
so fully resolved upon. It gives great ease to his conscience, however,
to consider that the crime was not executed, though he knows that the
failure arose from no virtue in him. He still considers himself as less

deserving of punishment and resentment
;
and this good fortune either

diminishes, or takes away altogether, all sense of guilt. To remember
how much he was resolved upon it, has no other effect than to make
him regard his escape as the greater and more miraculous : for he still

fancies that he has escaped, and he looks back upon the danger to

which his peace of mind was exposed, with that terror, with which one







SMITH'S THEORY OF MORAL SENTIMENTS. 95

And though this is, no doubt, a real punishment, and what no mortal

would have thought of inflicting upon him, had it not been for the

unlucky accident which his conduct gave occasion to
; yet this decision

of the law is approved of by the natural sentiments of all mankind.

Nothing, we think, can be more just than that one man should not

suffer by the carelessness of another
;
and that the damage occasioned

by blamable negligence, should be made up by the person who was

guilty of it.

There is another species of negligence (Culpa levissima), which con-

sists merely in a want of the most anxious timidity and circumspection,
with regard to all the possible consequences of our actions. The want

of this painful attention, when no bad consequences follow from it, is

so far from being regarded as blamable, that the contrary quality is

rather considered as such. That timid circumspection which is afraid

of every thing, is never regarded as a virtue, but as a quality which

more than any other incapacitates for action and business. Yet when,
from a want of this excessive care, a person happens to occasion some

damage to another, he is often by the law obliged to compensate it.

Thus, by the Aquilian law, the man, who not being able to manage a

horse that had accidentally taken fright, should happen to ride down
his neighbour's slave, is obliged to compensate the damage. When an

accident of this kind happens, we are apt to think that he ought not to

have rode such a horse, and to regard his attempting it as an unpardon-
able levity; though without this accident we should not only have made
no such reflection, but should have regarded his refusing it as the effect

of timid weakness, and of an anxiety about merely possible events,

which it is to no purpose to be aware of. The person himself, who by
an accident even of this kind has involuntarily hurt another, seems to

have some sense of his own ill desert, with regard to him. He natu-

rally runs up to the sufferer to express his concern for what has

happened, and to make every acknowledgment in his power. If he
has any sensibility, he necessarily desires to compensate the damage,
and to do every thing he can to appease that animal resentment which

he is sensible will be apt to arise in the breast of the sufferer. To
make no apology, to offer no atonement, is regarded as the highest

brutality. Yet why should he make an apology more than any other

person ? Why should he, since he was equally innocent with any other

by-stander, be thus singled out from among all mankind, to make up
for the bad fortune of another? This task would surely never be

imposed upon him, did not even the impartial spectator feel some

indulgence for what may be regarded as the unjust resentment of

that other.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Adam Smith / The Essays of Adam Smith, (1869)
	Front Matter
	Half Title Page, p. i
	Full Title Page, p. iii
	Biographical Notice., p. 1
	Advertisement to the Sixth Edition., p. 3
	Essays by Adam Smith on Philosophical Subjects., p. 4
	Advertisement by the Editors., p. 4

	Contents., p. 5

	Part: The Theory of Moral Sentiments., p. 9
	Part I.—Of the Propriety of Action., p. 9
	Sec. I.—Of the Sense of Propriety., p. 9
	Chap. I.—Of Sympathy., p. 9
	Chap. II.—Of the Pleasure of mutual Sympathy., p. 13
	Chap. III.—Of the Manner in which we judge of the Propriety or Impropriety of the Affections of other Men, by their Concord or Dissonance with our own., p. 16
	Chap. IV.—The same Subject continued., p. 19
	Chap. V.—Of the amiable and respectable Virtues., p. 23

	Sec. II.—Of the Degrees of the Different Passions which are Consistent with Propriety., p. 26
	Chap. I.—Of the Passions which take their Origin from the Body., p. 26
	Chap. II.—Of those Passions which take their Origin from a particular Turn or Habit of the Imagination., p. 30
	Chap. III.—Of the unsocial Passions., p. 32
	Chap. IV.—Of the Social Passions., p. 37
	Chap. V.—Of the Selfish Passions., p. 39

	Sec. III.—Of the Effects of Prosperity and Adversity upon the Judgment of Mankind with Regard to the Propriety of Action; and why it is more Easy to obtain their Approbation in the one State than in the other., p. 42
	Chap. I.—That though our Sympathy with Sorrow is generally a more lively Sensation than our Sympathy with Joy, it commonly falls much more Short of the Violence of what is naturally felt by the Person principally concerned., p. 42
	Chap. II.—Of the Origin of Ambition, and of the Distinction of Ranks., p. 47
	Chap. III.—Of the Corruption of our Moral Sentiments, which is occasioned by this Disposition to admire the Rich and the Great, and to despise or neglect Persons of poor and mean Condition., p. 56


	Part II.—Of Merit and Demerit; or, of the Objects of Reward and Punishment., p. 61
	Sec. I.—Of the Sense of Merit and Demerit., p. 61
	Chap. I.—That whatever appears to be the proper Object of Gratitude, appears to deserve Reward; and that, in the same Manner, whatever appears to be the proper Object of Resentment, appears to deserve Punishment., p. 61
	Chap. II.—Of the proper Objects of Gratitude and Resentment., p. 63
	Chap. III.—That where there is no Approbation of the Conduct of the Person who confers the Benefit, there is little Sympathy with the Gratitude of him who receives it: and that, on the Contrary, where there is no Disapprobation of the Motives of the Person who does the Mischief, there is no Sort of Sympathy with the Resentment of him who suffers it., p. 65
	Chap. IV.—Recapitulation of the foregoing Chapters., p. 67
	Chap. V.—The Analysis of the Sense of Merit and Demerit., p. 68

	Sect. II.—Of Justice and Beneficence., p. 70
	Chap. I.—Comparison of those two Virtues., p. 70
	Chap. II.—Of the Sense of Justice, of Remorse, and of the Consciousness of Merit., p. 75
	Chap. III.—Of the Utility of this Constitution of Nature., p. 78

	Sect. III.—Of the Influence of Fortune upon the Sentiments of Mankind, with Regard to the Merit or Demerit of their Actions., p. 84
	Chap. I.—Of the Causes of this Influence of Fortune., p. 85
	Chap. II.—Of the Extent of this Influence of Fortune., p. 88
	Chap. III.—Of the final Cause of this Irregularity of Sentiments., p. 96


	Part III.—Of the Foundation of our Judgments concerning our own Sentiments and Conduct, and of the Sense of Duty., p. 99
	Chap. I.—Of the Principle of Self-approbation and of Self-disapprobation., p. 99
	Chap. II.—Of the Love of Praise, and of that of Praise-worthiness; and of the dread of Blame, and of that of Blame-worthiness., p. 102
	Chap. III.—Of the Influence and Authority of Conscience., p. 118
	Chap. IV.—Of the Nature of Self-deceit, and of the Origin and Use of general Rules., p. 137
	Chap. V.—Of the Influence and Authority of the general Rules of Morality, and that they are justly regarded as the Laws of the Deity., p. 142
	Chap. VI.—In what Cases the Sense of Duty ought to be the sole Principle of our Conduct; and in what Cases it ought to concur with other Motives., p. 150

	Part IV.—Of the Effect of Utility upon the Sentiment of Approbation., p. 158
	Chap. I.—Of the Beauty which the Appearance of Utility bestows upon all the Productions of Art, and of the extensive Influence of this Species of Beauty., p. 158
	Chap. II.—Of the Beauty which the Appearance of Utility bestows upon the Characters and the Actions of Men; and how far the Perception of this Beauty may be regarded as one of the original Principles of Approbation., p. 165

	Part V.—Of the Influence of Custom and Fashion upon the Sentiments of Moral Approbation and Disapprobation., p. 171
	Chap. I.—Of the Influence of Custom and Fashion upon our notions of Beauty and Deformity., p. 171
	Chap. II.—Of the Influence of Custom and Fashion upon Moral Sentiments., p. 176

	Part VI.—Of the Character of Virtue., p. 187
	Sec. I.—Of the Character of the Individual, so far as it affects his own Happiness; or of Prudence., p. 187
	Sect. II.—Of the Character of the Individual, so far as it can affect the Happiness of other People., p. 192
	Chap. I.—Of the Order in which Individuals are recommended by Nature to our Care and Attention., p. 193
	Chap. II.—Of the Order in which Societies are by Nature recommended to our Beneficence., p. 201
	Chap. III.—Of Universal Benevolence., p. 208

	Sec. III.—Of Self-Command., p. 210
	Conclusion of the Sixth Part., p. 233

	Part VII.—Of Systems of Moral Philosophy., p. 236
	Sec. I.—Of the Questions which ought to be examined in a Theory of Moral Sentiments., p. 236
	Sec. II.—Of the different Accounts which have been given of the Nature of Virtue., p. 237
	Chap. I.—Of those Systems which make Virtue consist in Propriety., p. 238
	Chap. II.—Of those Systems which make Virtue consist in Prudence., p. 260
	Chap. III.—Of those Systems which make Virtue consist in Benevolence., p. 265
	Chap. IV.—Of Licentious Systems., p. 271

	Sec. III.—Of the different Systems which have been formed Concerning the Principle of Approbation., p. 279
	Chap. I.—Of those Systems which deduce the Principle of Approbation from Self-love., p. 279
	Chap. II.—Of those Systems which make Reason the Principle of Approbation., p. 282
	Chap. III.—Of those Systems which make Sentiment the Principle of Approbation., p. 285

	Sec. IV.—Of the Manner in which different Authors have treated of the Practical Rules of Morality., p. 290


	Considerations Concerning the First Formation of Languages, Etc., Etc., p. 305
	The Principles which Lead and Direct Philosophical Enquiries; as Illustrated by the History of Astronomy., p. 325
	Sec. I.—Of the Effect of Unexpectedness, or of Surprise., p. 326
	Sec. II.—Of Wonder, or of the Effects of Novelty., p. 329
	Sect. III.—Of the Origin of Philosophy., p. 338
	Sec. IV.—The History of Astronomy., p. 342

	The Principles which Lead and Direct Philosophical Enquiries; Illustrated by the History of the Ancient Physics., p. 385
	The Principles which Lead and Direct Philosophical Enquiries; Illustrated by the History of the Ancient Logics and Metaphysics., p. 395
	Of the Nature of that Imitation which Takes Place in what are Called the Imitative Arts., p. 405
	Part I., p. 405
	Part II., p. 415
	Part III., p. 432

	Of the Affinity between Music, Dancing, and Poetry., p. 435
	Adam Smith on the External Senses., p. 438
	Of the Sense of Touching., p. 439
	Of the Sense of Tasting., p. 444
	Of the Sense of Smelling., p. 445
	Of the Sense of Hearing., p. 445
	Of the Sense of Seeing., p. 450

	Of the Affinity between Certain English and Italian Verses., p. 468
	Colophon, p. 473



