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THE greatest tyranny has the smallest beginnings. From pre-
cedents overlooked, from remonstrances despised, from griev-
ances treated with ridicule, from powerless men oppressed
with impunity, and overbearing men tolerated with com-
placence, springs the tyrannical usage which generations of
wise and good men may hereafter perceive and lament and
resist in vain. At present, common minds no more see a
crushing tyranny in a trivial unfairness or a ludicrous indignity,
than the eye uninformed by reason can discern the oak in the
acorn, or the utter desolation of winter in the first autumnal
fall. Hence the necessity of denouncing with unwearied and
even troublesome perseverance a single act of oppression.
Let it alone and it stands on record. The country has allowed
it and when it is at last provoked to a late indignation it finds
itself gagged with the record of its own ill compulsion.

The Times, August 11, 1846



INTRODUCTION

1 HAVE written this book reluctantly. I know that it will
offend some of my friends and I fear it may hurt some of
those with whom I worked in friendly co-operation during
the war. But I had no option. For I believe that the recent
melancholy decline of Great Britain is largely of our own
making. The fall in our standard of living to a level which
excites the pity and evokes the charity of many other richer
countries, the progressive restrictions on individual liberties,

the ever-widening destruction of respect for law, the steady
sapping of our instinct for tolerance and compromise, the
sharpening of class distinctions, our growing incapacity to
play a rightful part in world affairs — these sad changes are
not due to something that happened in the remote past.
They are due to something which has happened in the past
two years. At the root of our troubles lies the fallacy that
the best way of ordering economic affairs is to place the
responsibility for all crucial decisions in the hands of the
State. It is a simple error, it is certainly an understandable
error. But it is one which, driven to its logical conclusion,

as it is now being driven by those who have been constitu-

tionally put into power, can bring upon us untold miseries

and humiliations of which the past two years have given us

a foretaste. Holding these views, and knowing that basically
‘the men and women of this country are of such a quahty‘
‘that they merit, and can indeed in the right environment

command, a better fate than now seems to be in store for

them, it would have been disloyal of me not to attempt i
‘to say my part.

~ There will be those who will dismiss this book as essen-
tially negative and destructive. And so it 1s, if clearing a

field of Weeds before plantmg the new crop is negative and ;
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